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Gen er a l  Com m en t s  

 

The texts were accessible across the full range of abilit ies and enabled 

candidates to respond appropriately. Exam iners com m ented posit ively on 

the engagem ent  with the topic of m usic and studying that  the candidates 

showed. I t  was felt  that  the topic was part icular ly accessible for m ost  

candidates. 

 

Bet ter candidates engaged fully with both texts and responded with 

sensit iv ity and fluency. I n response to the writ ing tasks they produced lively 

and confident  responses which were well cont rolled and accurate. Weaker 

candidates som et im es st ruggled to understand the passages. Their writ ing 

lacked coherence and the use of idiom at ic English.  

 

There were problem s this series with som e candidates who copied all or 

considerable chunks of the passages in response to Quest ion 11. This can 

never be a successful way to respond as the candidate are required to 

produce their  own work. Sim ilar ly, responses to Quest ion 12 should be 

or iginal and not  prepared essays or re-worked plots from  novels or film s. 

 

Som e responses to Quest ion 11 and 12 lacked paragraphing. Candidates 

m ust  understand that  the lack of effect ive paragraphing will lim it  the 

success of the response. 

 

There was som e good evidence of teaching and learning in the responses to 

this exam  and exam iners noted that  m any candidates now understand how 

to respond to Quest ion 10. 

 

Sect ion  A ( Qu est ion s 1 - 1 0 )  

 

This consists of m ainly short  answer quest ions that  require candidates to 

locate and ret r ieve relevant  inform at ion. Som e quest ions required 

candidates to use their  own words. Quest ion 10 is longer requir ing 

candidates to give a personal response and just ify it  with references to the 

text .  

 

There were som e very good answers to quest ions 1-9  but  m any candidates 

cont inued to have difficulty with the requirem ent  for own words thus 

lim it ing their  perform ance.  

 

A few candidates also ignored the line references in som e quest ions.  

Quest ions 1, 2, 4, 6 and 7 were generally well done and where candidates 

lost  m arks it  was because they m ade unclear points or m isinterpreted the 

quest ions.  Exam iners com m ented that  a few candidates used their  own 

words for these short  ret r ieval quest ions when there is no need. 

 

Exam iners com m ented that  responses to quest ions requir ing candidates to 

use their  own words (3, 5 and 8)  quite often had direct  lift ing from  the 

texts. This seem ed to be m ore of a problem  than in previous series with 

som e candidates using quotat ions from  the texts in quotat ion m arks. 

However, som e exam iners com m ented posit ively on candidates’ at tem pts to 

use their  own words, especially the use of synonym s. Som e exam iners 



 

com m ented that  som e candidates becam e entangled in tortuous phrases 

com posed to avoid lift ing from  the text .  

 

Qu est ion  3 :   

 

Many candidates were able to ident ify the first  four points on the m ark 

schem e;  however, a significant  num ber had difficulty re-wording them  

sufficient ly. Som et im es this affected the response but  exam iners 

com m ented that  m any candidates had responded successfully to this 

quest ion.  

 

Many candidates incorporated key term s such as ‘steady state speech’,  or 

‘dist ract ing’, within their  own words. Bet ter candidates found synonym s for 

key words, such as using ‘off-put t ing’ in place of ‘dist ract ing’. A num ber of 

candidates did not  at tem pt  to write in their  own words and sim ply copied 

the relevant  phrases from  the text .  

 

Qu est ion  5 :   

 

Although exam iners com m ented on som e lift ing in response to this quest ion 

it  was generally observed that  m any candidates were able to re-work the 

m aterial sufficient ly and find three relevant  points. Many candidates 

successfully used the term  ‘cheaper’ in place of ‘com e down in pr ice’. There 

was st ill som e lift ing, however, m ost  frequent ly of ‘affordable’.  

 

Qu est ion  8 :   

 

Many candidates were able to ident ify m ore than three posit ive points about  

listening to m usic;  however, exam iners com m ented that  a num ber of 

candidates had problem s with the requirem ent  to use their  own words.  

Many responses successfully used the term s ‘relax’,  or ‘st ress’, as 

synonym s. Weaker responses quoted the term s ‘reduct ion in m uscle 

tension’ and ‘hyperact ivity’.   

Cent res need to work with candidates to develop their  vocabulary and 

ensure that  candidates realise they m ust  at tem pt  to produce responses to 

these quest ions using their  own words. 

 

Qu est ion  9 :   

 

Som e exam iners com m ented that  m ore candidates responded to this 

quest ion m ore successfully than in previous series. Bet ter candidates were 

able to use their  own words to ident ify the points, showing clear 

understanding of the text  and provide appropriate quotat ions in support ;  

however, a significant  num ber of candidates did not  use their  own words for 

their  points, despite the rubric,  which m eant  they could not  achieve any 

m arks. Som e candidates put  quotat ion m arks around their  points which 

suggested they did not  understand how to respond to the quest ion.  A 

quotat ion followed by another quotat ion does not  dem onst rate the 

candidate has an understanding of the text . Sim ilar ly, a num ber of 

candidates produced paraphrases of their  chosen support  as their  point  – 

often too close to the text  to be rewarded. Som e candidates used the wrong 



 

sect ion of the text  in their  responses despite it  being clearly stated in the 

quest ion. 

 

Cent res need to ensure that  candidates understand how to respond to the 

first  part  of this quest ion by m aking the point  in their  own words and not  a 

quotat ion then support ing it  with a relevant  quotat ion from  the passage.   

 

Qu est ion  1 0 :   

 

Exam iners com m ented that  the responses to this quest ion have im proved 

over recent  series and there were m any successful responses to this 

quest ion. There were clear responses to this task showing that  candidates 

had been well prepared for this quest ion. Candidates now have a secure 

understanding of what  is required. I f candidates are able to offer two clear 

reasons why they have chosen a text  and support  them  with two clear 

references (quotat ions or indirect  references)  and a clear reason for not  

picking the other text  with appropriate support  they will produce a 

successful response.   

 

Most  candidates chose Text  2, perhaps because the views it  expressed 

m irrored their  own. Bet ter responses had clearly ident ified reasons and 

appropriate support  for their choices. Successful responses looked 

specifically at  exam ples of language techniques such as rhetor ical 

quest ions, speaking direct ly to the reader and using a variety of sources, 

thus giving very clear exam ples from  the text  to support  their  com m ents. 

There were a few candidates who only responded on their  chosen text  which 

lim ited their achievem ent .  

 

A num ber of candidates did not  provide support  for their  reason for not  

choosing one of the texts. Weaker responses tended to paraphrase the 

texts, retelling the passages. Som e weaker candidates m ade their choice 

based on the difficulty of the vocabulary or that  they thought  one of the 

texts was boring. These problem s suggest  that  som e candidates have not  

been prepared for this task and unfortunately these problem s lim ited 

candidates’ achievem ent . Cent res need to cont inue to work with candidates 

to m ake sure they have a clear understanding of valid ways of responding 

to texts.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sect ion  B  

 

Qu est ion  1 1 :  

 

There was som e evidence of planning which was pleasing. The m ost  useful 

plans were relat ively short  but  allowed candidates to focus and organise 

their  ideas effect ively. Unfortunately, long plans and re-draft ing wasted 

t im e and often affected the final response as it  was rushed. Plans should be 

in the answer booklet  rather than on an addit ional sheet . 

 

I t  was generally felt  candidates engaged with this task.  Som e candidates 

produced lively and convincing responses, this was probably because of the 

subject  m at ter, and there was considerable personal engagem ent . The 

m ajor ity of candidates used the bullet  points to st ructure their  writ ing. Most  

candidates understood the requirem ent  of the task and were able to use the 

appropriate register for a website cont r ibut ion. Som e used various 

presentat ion features of an art icle, such as subheadings and bullet  points 

successfully in their responses. Exam iners com m ented that  som e 

candidates used an appropriate register at  the beginning and ending of their  

response but  failed to m aintain it  throughout  the response.  

 

More successful responses integrated ideas from  both texts and wrote fluent  

and lively prose with a clear sense of audience and purpose. Weaker 

responses lifted parts of the or iginal texts and m ade lit t le at tem pt  to adapt  

the m aterial. Som e candidates had problem s sustaining the required 

register throughout  their  response. Language cont rols were not  always 

secure, especially gram m ar, and som e responses lacked paragraphing. The 

three bullet  points provide a rudim entary st ructure which should help 

students to use basic paragraphing.  

 

Exam iners com m ented that  a num ber of candidates direct ly lifted content  

from  the original texts which affected the overall quality of the response. 

Som e responses started out  using their  own words in an int roductory 

paragraph, only to then increasingly rely on the texts to the point  where 

they stopped using their  own words. Cent res need to rem ind candidates 

that  copying from  the texts cannot  be rewarded. This was m ore of a 

problem  this ser ies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sect ion  C  

 

Qu est ion  1 2 :   

 

12b was the m ost  popular quest ion answered. 

There was evidence of som e good preparat ion and teaching in this sect ion. 

There was evidence of planning in this sect ion which is to be encouraged. 

However, the use of very long plans or draft  essays is to be discouraged as 

they are not  a good use of t im e.  

 

Candidates should be encouraged to plan their  response in the answer booklet  

rather than on separate addit ional sheets.  

Exam iners, as in previous series, com m ented on how m uch they enjoyed 

reading the responses in this sect ion. 

 

Qu est ion  1 2 a:   

 

The topic of qualificat ions seem ed to engage candidates and one exam iner 

com m ented that  candidates of all abilit ies were able to offer reasonable 

points on this topic. There were som e very good responses to this quest ion 

which seem ed to appeal to m ature students part icular ly.  These were well 

writ ten with am bit ious vocabulary and clear and developed argum ents. 

Candidates argued passionately both for and against  the topic.  

 

The favourite argum ent , often well m ade, was that  the I nternet  (and talent  

shows)  m ade it  possible to achieve without  qualificat ions. Bill Gates, Richard 

Branson, Steve Jobs and Mark Zuckerburg are obviously known well across 

the globe and they appeared frequent ly in responses.  

 

Candidates pointed out  that  flair ,  intelligence, quick wit  and an eye for the 

m ain chance were just  as im portant  in som e professions as paper 

qualificat ions while other candidates were equally em phat ic that  in such 

professions as m edicine, engineering and aviat ion, we not  only expect , but  

insist , that  they should be as r igorously t rained and as well qualified as 

possible.  Som e candidates referred to the nature of success and how we 

m easure it ,  point ing out  that  current ly we use the yardst icks of fam e and 

wealth, which m easure only certain kinds of m ater ial success.   

 

Weaker candidates did not  m aintain a clear line of argum ent  or st ructure 

the response successfully. Bet ter responses were fully cont rolled with 

accurate spelling, punctuat ion and gram m ar, however the weaker responses 

had poor language cont rols and weak paragraphing. Cent res need to ensure 

that  candidates who choose this opt ion are well prepared in argum entat ive, 

discursive and rhetor ical techniques and are able to develop their  ideas 

effect ively. 

 

Qu est ion  1 2 b :   

 

There was a wide range of interpretat ions of the t it le with m any candidates 

choosing an im aginat ive response but  also som e successful accounts of real 

events that  the candidate had experienced. Many candidates handled this 

task with enthusiasm . Exam iners com m ented that  m any candidates showed 



 

their  abilit y to be im aginat ive and engaging. There were som e brutal and 

violent  pieces and others went  into a fantasy world e.g. where everything 

was suddenly m ade of sweets and people did st range things or they m et  a 

talking dog. St range weather, st rangely em pty cit ies, st range responses 

from  the boss were all popular.   

 

Som e exam iners com m ented that  som e of the ideas were a lit t le far- fetched 

or overly com plicated. Som e were a list  of st range events with lit t le 

developm ent  of ideas;  others had a st rong narrat ive voice and developed 

ideas effect ively and engagingly using a wide range of devices and had a 

st rong vocabulary. There were a num ber of responses that  ended with ‘it  

was all a dream ’ which suggests that  candidates did not  know how to end 

their writ ing.  

 

Sim ilar ly, som e candidates produced lists of un-natural, supernatural or 

bizarre incidents, which, instead of resolving, sim ply stopped – usually on 

the sentence ‘What  a st range day! ’   

 

There was som e evidence of prepared essays and also the use of film s, 

gam es and books for plot  lines. Bet ter responses were able to create 

tension and use effect ive descript ion and dialogue with good technical 

accuracy. Weaker responses lacked developm ent  of ideas or the abilit y to 

m aintain a narrat ive together with poor language cont rols. Cent res need to 

ensure candidates have a secure understanding of narrat ive techniques and 

the abilit y to develop a coherent  personal response. 

 

Qu est ion  1 2 c:   

 

Som e exam iners com m ented that  this quest ion produced som e of the best  

responses to Sect ion C. Exam iners com m ented with enthusiasm  about  the 

quality of som e of the responses. They com m ented that  candidates tapped 

into a r ich vein of experience and a wide range of peaceful places. One 

exam iner com m ented ‘The writ ing was often authent ic, alive, and possessed 

of the writers’ own energy, and really was a pleasure to read.’  

 

The best  responses showed precision and clar ity generated by the 

candidates’ personal involvem ent . Popular choices for a peaceful place 

included beaches, forests,  hom es and room s but  m ore unusual choices were 

the wom b, death and heaven.  

 

Som et im es the choice of the place st rained the norm al definit ion of peaceful 

e.g. a busy m arket  or a football m atch.  One candidate wrote about  how 

peaceful s/ he found the City of Colom bo and another candidate described 

how peaceful he was finding the exam  room  whilst  com plet ing his I GCSE 

English B exam , in com parison to the noise of his usual life and hom e.  

 

Bet ter responses were detailed and lively with fully developed ideas.  Weaker 

candidates tended to lose the focus on the descript ive nature of the task 

and lapse into narrat ive or produce responses that  tended to be pedest r ian 

and lacked detail.  Bet ter responses had full cont rol of spelling, punctuat ion 

and gram m ar.  

 



 

Weaker candidates had poor language cont rols and weak paragraphing. 

Cent res need to ensure candidates are aware of the techniques they can 

use in descript ive writ ing. Cent res m ust  also ensure candidates develop a 

varied vocabulary. 

 

Qu al i t y  o f  W r i t t en  Com m u n icat ion  ( QW C)  

 

This is assessed in Quest ions 11 and 12. 

Bet ter responses were accurate using a wide range of gram m at ical 

const ruct ions, punctuat ion and vocabulary. 

 

As in previous ser ies, there was evidence of good spelling and reasonably 

accurate punctuat ion but  m ost  exam iners com m ented on candidates who 

had problem s with gram m ar and expression. Som e of this was unidiom at ic 

English but  there were also problem s with tenses and sentence st ructure.  

 

These problem s lim ited the effect iveness of the com m unicat ion.  

Cent res need to focus on developing accurate and effect ive gram m at ical 

st ructur ing and idiom at ic English to enable candidates to express 

them selves clearly and access the higher m ark bands.  

 

Su m m ar y  

 

Most  successful candidates:  

 

 read the texts with insight  and engagem ent  

 selected relevant  points in response to the reading quest ions 

 used their  own words in response to quest ions that  required them  in 

Sect ion A 

 used their  own words in response to Quest ion 11 

 wrote clearly with a good sense of audience and purpose in an 

appropriate register in response to Quest ion 11 

 engaged the reader with creat ive writ ing that  was clearly expressed, 

lively, well developed and cont rolled (Quest ion 12)  

 used am bit ious vocabulary 

 wrote with accuracy in spelling, punctuat ion and gram m ar. 

 

Least  successful candidates:  

 

 did not  engage fully with the texts 

 were not  able to find enough relevant  points in response to the 

reading quest ions 



 

 did not  at tem pt  to use their  own words in response to quest ions that  

required them  in Sect ion A 

 did not  write in an appropriate register in response to Quest ion 11 

 were not  able to select  and adapt  relevant  inform at ion for Quest ion 

11 

 som et im es copied from  the or iginal texts in response to Quest ion 11 

 were not  able to sustain and develop ideas clear ly in response to 

Sect ion C (Quest ion 12)  

 som et im es used prepared essays or copied plots from  film s, gam es 

and novels in response to Sect ion C (Quest ion 12)  

 did not  dem onst rate accuracy in spelling, punctuat ion and gram m ar. 

  



 

 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies  

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on 

this link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
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